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Bridge race comes off :

By MICHAEL LAFFERTY. .

Staff Writer -

'SEVEN MILE BRIDGE —

When the gun launching
more than 1,000 runners on a
race across this bridge went

‘off April 23 at 7:30 a.:m,, the.

skies were ~dark and the
morning was quiet except for
thewind. = = % 07

. But 37 mhi\ités and 33 sec-

. pecting the bridge to reopen .

“backup of cars was between
"9 a.m. and 9s,:07 wheri cars
got back on U.S. One. The
“motorist he said, were ex- ...

_ exactlyat9am. - ° -

By 9:30 a.m., said Lt. Roth
traftic was back to normal.
Mike Puto, chief for the
Marathon Volunteer Fire and
Rescue, saild there were a

total of three minor medical
cases during and after the

onds later, the sun was start-
ing to make an-appearance ..o
and the-applausé and cheers . c . A
were thunderous. as Willlam . Diane Chaplin, race direc-:
Springer, 43, raised his arm tor for the Seven Mile Bridge
‘ : in a-traditional winning atti- " Run, “said she was feeling
: ; : very good about the run and
just-a little’ relieved that it
was over. T T
. \"'l,s's avery ré:wardlng feel-
I from Fort Lauderdale to run . 18" she said. “A week ago 1
, the race, averaged 5:33 per . wouldn’t have told you that.” -
l mile during the run and out- ‘Miss Chaplin said that while
o distanced second-place fin- ~..she ~‘would~ not direct next
isher Jeff Ehiert by nine sec- s race, if one were to be
onds. ; A ‘organized, she didn’t expect a
SR R = : ‘negative response because of ~ %
Mr. Ehiert;. 24,  finishéd ‘
with a time of 37:42 with 30-.

-the smooth running of this

_““year's race and because of the

year-old Jim Loran coming in - positive economic response
third place at 38:04. * - . - .. from local businesses.

Y Breaking the tape as the - Some local motels report-

first woman across the bridge : edly fiiled up before the race

: was Sharon Beal, a 36-year- With the manager of the Holi-

i old Fort Lauderdale resident day Inn at. Marathon saying

; who covered the seven-mile - the normal 60 percent capaci- *
distance in 42:51. More sig- .

distance I 20 e Boals ty for thiis time of year wasat . pUNNERS CHARGE forward for the start of the

" g5 percent or 97 percent be- :
continuation of her winning causeof therun. \ ly at 7:30 a.m. with cool temperatures and a sligh
ways. . : ; . .

She placed first in the race
last year, though her time
this year was 49 seconds
lower,

Placing second overall in
the women's division was
Lezzette Payne, 25, of Key
West who came across with a
time of 43:06. Another Keys
resident;” Debbie Robertson,
29, of Tavernier placed third
with a time of 44:15. :

In addition to the top fin-
ishers and the age division
winners were the runners
who were special, and it was

. the runners that the race was

, ‘tude and broke the tape to
; - :win the second annual Seven
‘Mile BridgeRun. ~ * .

Mr. Springer,” who came
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A AR One man Mark Miller of
! Marathon,  carried 100
pounds of sand across the

bridge on his back. At the
end, he was walking but still
moving forward. = -

AR ] 1 Burt Henry also ran theen- - 7
TS C o tire seven miles in a little '

‘ ‘ more than an hour. Mr.
Henry, who lives in Mara-

thon, is blind. Sald Mr.
: {lgnry; “1 just wanted to fin- -
sh, .o T

. Oné man reportedly. lost a
shoe -along the way. Rather
than stop, he’ finished. wear-
ingnoshoésatall.

“From the strong, “SWift: "
1 young runners to. the older -
c B people who ran. for reasons-’
i ; other than winning to people
who were pickéd up before.
they could finish the race $0
the bridge could reopen on
time, everyone had their day.
: “The dire warnings of huge
. traffic tle-ups .never came ; . y
21 about. S ) L T .
b According to Lt: Rick Roth THE IMMENSITY of the Seven Mile Bridge {s pictured here as runners croy
of the Monroe County Sher- . held and was considered a success by race organizers. Any medical or tra
1{f's Department, the biggest ; volved,%gh therun. ke e « ' o




