Battling wind and
“heat, more than
1,000 runners raced
across the Seven
Mile Bridge ‘
Saturday. This man,
strain written on his
‘every muscle,
stepped up his gait |
for a dash toward the
f;msh hne
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“A year after Key Westers revolt-
ed against-a U.S. Border Patrol
.roadblock, the Conch Republic vol-
untarily barricaded its lifeline to the

ond annual footrace across the
Seven Mile Bridge. 3

But unlike the 1982 roadblock,
which backed up traffic for 19
miles while federal agents searched

- cars: for aliens and drugs, Satur-

day’s two-hour, self-imposed cutoff

_:’went as smoothly as the concrete
curves ,on the awesome year-old
kspan._

meg upat 7 a. m 6n the Mara-
thon side of the bridge — the larg--
est of its kind mwtheworld ~—-about
1,000 runners prepared to challenge
a fierce, gusting wind and a hard

" narrow surface. :

Runners agreed thatfthxs is no 01;—?,

4 dinary run.

No cars. No trees. No shade.
“Just nice, good, clean, fresh sait
air,” said two-time “bridge runner
Warren David of Mnaml. '

Just a slender piece of pavement'
and an unparalleled . panorama of :
ocean and sky. :

“It’s  just breathtakmg,” i sa:d
Hugh McCabe of Boston, who's vis-
iting relatives in the Keys. ‘

*yhen I got to the top I.remem-
bered to look!” said Karen Guarde-
nier, referring to the ‘“hump,”’
which at 65 feet is the bndge s
hi ghest point.

While many runners waxed en-

‘ thusiastic about the view, Keys bi-

ologist Art Weiner concentrated on
conquering the dehydrating heat
and wind. ‘

“All I saw were red dots in front
of my eyes,” Weiner joked.

Ten-year-old Jessica = Mitchell,’
last year’s final finisher, and her
13-year-old sister, Jennifer, were
back again Saturday. They, along
with other slow but courageous

. runners, were picked up by a bus at

the five-mile.mark because it was"
feared that they wouldn’t finish in
time for the 679—m11e bridge to
open at 9 a.m.

“It's Just too bad,” said Jessma, a

fourth-grader at Palmetto Elemen-

tary. “I wanted to run it by my-

self.”

To'beat an obscure world record,
Marathon carpenter Mark Miller,
22, raced across the bridge with a

' duffle bag, filled vmh 100 pounds

{-mile run

outside world Saturday for the'sec- -

-and went.!

C e

of sand, on his shoulders.
“1 did it for my friends and to
break a record,” Miller said.

The winner of the race was 43-
year-old Fort Lauderdale resident
William Springer, who finished in
37 minutes, .30 seconds. The first
woman finisher was Sharon Beal; a
Fort Lauderdale resident and last
year’s winner. Beal, 36, clocked in
at 42:51.

Law enforcement officials had
worried that Saturday’s roadblock
might prompt severe fraffic prob-
lems and outrage among unsuspect—
ing tourists.

- “As far as I know now, we had
no. problems,” said Monroe County
Lt. Rick Roth, who  coordinated
traffic control, “We didn’t have any

,vmlence at all, any place

" Most of the people in the severai
hundred cars stuck on'each side:of
the bndge were understandmg, said
deputies.

“So-far we’ve just had one person
who was definitely dxspleased Lt
Hank Shaner said during the race.
“He just mumbled, turned éround

Careful planning was, the key fo

‘the race’s success, said’ organizer

Diane Chaplin. She’s president of

~the Marathon Runners Club, whlch
. .»sponsored the race.

“As smoothly as this went ” said
Deputy Gordon Towe, “I'd be will-
ing to bet this is going to be an an-
nual event.”

‘Towe handed- fhers to motorxsts
on U.S. 1 in Marathon, suggesting
alterative activities until the bridge
reopened a bit after 9 a.m.

“I didn’t-have anybody giving me
any guff,” Towe said.

- On the south side of the brldge,
rs did back up about a half-mile:
cause some motorists decided to

wait for the bridge to open rather

than‘drive back to Bahia Honda or
Big Pine Key, deputies said.

And some waited in the parking .
lot of a Kmart.in Marathon; eating
doughnuts and drinking coffee.. - .

“What can you do?” sighed Larry
Warren. “We'll just get to the Keys
a little late. I'm sure there are peo-
ple upset about it, only because
they’re upset about everything.”

Many agreed the laid-back atmo-
sphere of the Keys helped deter

_problems.

“If they did this in Miami,” War-
ren said, “they’d beé burning down
the Kmart.”




